God Foreshadows Christ Many Ways In The Old Testament

Mode of Revelation

Description

Examples

Personal Appearance
(Theophany /
Christophany)

God appears in visible or personal
form, often speaking as the LORD

The Angel of the LORD (Genesis 16; Exodus 3),
the Man who wrestled Jacob (Genesis 32),

the Commander of the LORD’s Army (Joshua 5)

Messianic Titles

Descriptive names that reveal
identity and role

Son of Man (Daniel 7),
Branch (Isaiah 11; Jeremiah 23),

Shepherd (Psalm 23; Ezekiel 34)

Foreshadowing
Characters

Real people whose lives pattern
Christ’s mission

Adam, Joseph, Moses, David, Boaz

Redemptive Objects

Physical items that symbolize
Christ’s work

Passover Lamb, Bronze Serpent, Ark, Manna, Veil

Saving Events

Historical acts that prefigure
salvation

Exodus, Day of Atonement, Crossing the Red Sea,
Jonah’s deliverance

Institutions

God-ordained systems fulfilled in
Christ

Priesthood, Sacrificial System, Temple, Sabbath,
Jubilee




Christ Makes Numerous Appearances In The Old Testament Before He Appears In The Flesh As Jesus

Type OT Appearance / Description of the Appearance oT What This Reveals About Christ’'s Work for Us
Title Reference
Angel of the | Angel of the LORD to | Speaks as God, promises descendants, Gen 16:7-13 Christ sees the afflicted, meets people personally,
LORD Hagar declares “I have seen Him who sees me” and gives hope before salvation history is complete
Angel of the LORD to | Swears by Himself, stops the sacrifice of Gen 22:11-18 | Christ is both the One who provides the sacrifice
Abraham Isaac, reaffirms covenant and the One who receives obedience
Angel of the LORD in | Appears in fire, speaks as “I AM,” reveals Exodus 3:2-6 | Christ is the eternal “I AM,” present before
the Burning Bush God’s name incarnation, initiating redemption
Angel of the LORD Goes before Israel, carries God’s name, Exodus Christ leads, protects, and carries divine authority
leading Israel forgives sins 23:20-23
Angel of the LORD to | Accepts sacrifice, speaks as the LORD, Judges 6:11- | Christ commissions the weak and empowers
Gideon brings peace 24 deliverance
Angel of the LORD to | Ascends in flame, identified as Judges 13:3- | Christ is the Wonderful Deliverer, worthy of
Manoah “Wonderful,” accepts worship 22 worship
Angel of the LORD to | Intercedes for Jerusalem Zechariah Christ intercedes on behalf of God’s people
Zechariah 1:12-13
Divine Son of Man before Comes on clouds, receives dominion, Dan 7:13-14 | Christ is the eternal King whose authority is
Figure the Ancient of Days worship, and an eternal kingdom granted by the Father
LORD appearing to LORD stands and calls Samuel by name 1 Sam 3:10 Christ calls individuals into service personally
Samuel
LORD speaking in the | Speaks as the divine King and Son Psalm 2; Christ reigns as God’s Son and eternal Priest-King
Psalms Psalm 110
Commander | Commander of the Appears as a man, accepts worship, Joshua 5:13- | Christis the divine Warrior who fights for God’s
/ Warrior LORD’s Army commands holiness 15 people
LORD as Mighty Appears clothed in splendor, brings I[saiah 63:1-6 | Christ executes righteous judgment and
Warrior salvation redemption
Glory Glory entering the Glory enters and fills the temple Ezekiel 43:1- | Christis God dwelling among His people
Presence Temple 7
Human Man who wrestles Wrestles physically, blesses Jacob, Jacob Genesis Christ engages us personally, transforms identity
Form Jacob declares he saw God face to face 32:24-30 through surrender
Fourth Man in the Appears “like the Son of God,” protects Dan 3:24-25 | Christis present with His people in suffering and
Fiery Furnace from fire preserves them
LORD as Shepherd Personally shepherds, rescues, and feeds Ezekiel Christ is the Good Shepherd who seeks and saves
His flock 34:11-16
Pierced One | LORD who is pierced | God speaks of being pierced and mourned | Zechariah Christ bears wounds that bring repentance and
12:10 cleansing




Characters Who Foreshadow Christ (20)

Character Christological Meaning OT Reference Meaning & Our Response

Adam First Adam lost life through disobedience. Genesis 1-3 Die to the old man; live in Christ’s righteousness
Last Adam restores life through obedience

Abel Righteous shepherd whose blood cried out Genesis 4 Trust Christ’s blood for mercy, not self-justification

Noah Righteous man providing refuge from judgment | Genesis 6-9 Enter Christ by faith; remain in Him

Melchizedek | Eternal priest-king of righteousness and peace Genesis 14 Submit to Christ as King and Priest

I[saac Beloved son willingly offered Genesis 22 Trust the Father’s costly love

Joseph Rejected savior exalted to save many Genesis 37-50 Forgive as Christ forgave; trust God’s plan

Moses Deliverer and covenant mediator Exodus 3-20 Follow Christ out of bondage

Joshua Leader bringing God’s people into rest Joshua 1 Enter Christ’s rest through faith

Boaz Willing kinsman-redeemer Ruth 4 Receive redemption by grace

David Shepherd-king defeating the enemy 1 Samuel 16-17 | Trust Christ’s victory, not your strength

Solomon King of peace building God’s dwelling 1 Kings 5-8 Abide in Christ who builds God’s house

Elijah Prophet calling hearts back to God 1 Kings 18 Repent and return wholeheartedly

Elisha Minister of healing and restoration 2 Kings 4-6 Believe Christ restores what is broken

Job Righteous sufferer awaiting vindication Job 19 Endure suffering with hope in Christ

Jonah Three days in the depths Jonah 1 Die to self; trust resurrection life

I[saiah Prophet of the suffering Servant I[saiah 53 Receive healing through Christ’s wounds

Jeremiah Weeping prophet of the New Covenant Jeremiah 31 Allow God’s law to be written on your heart

Daniel Faithful witness exalted by God Daniel 6 Remain faithful under pressure

Hosea Faithful husband to unfaithful bride Hosea 2 Respond to steadfast covenant love

Malachi’s Forerunner preparing the way Malachi 3 Prepare your heart for the Lord

Messenger




Objects That Foreshadow Christ (16)

Object Christological Meaning OT Reference Meaning & Our Response
Ark Only place of safety from judgment | Genesis 6-7 Abide in Christ alone

Passover Lamb Blood shields from death Exodus 12 Trust Christ’s atoning blood
Manna Bread from heaven Exodus 16 Feed daily on Christ

Rock Source of living water Exodus 17 Depend on Christ for life
Bronze Serpent Lifted up for healing Numbers 21 Look to Christ in faith
Tabernacle God dwelling among His people Exodus 25 Walk with God daily

Veil Barrier to God’s presence Exodus 26 Approach God boldly in Christ
Altar Place of sacrifice Leviticus 1 Offer yourself as living sacrifice
Lampstand Light in God’s dwelling Exodus 25 Walk in Christ’s light

Ark of the Covenant Seat of mercy and law Exodus 25 Rest in mercy, obey from love
Trumpets Call to assembly and action Numbers 10 Respond promptly to God’s call
Cities of Refuge Protection for the guilty Numbers 35 Flee to Christ for safety

Staff of Moses God’s authority over enemies Exodus 4 Rely on God’s power

Stone Tablets God’s holy law Exodus 31 Let Christ fulfill the law in you

Temple Furnishings

Access, light, sustenance

Exodus 25-30

Live as God’s dwelling place

Anointing Oil

Set apart for holy service

Exodus 30

Walk in the Spirit




Events That Foreshadow Christ (15)

Events Christological Meaning OT Reference Meaning & Our Response
Creation God brings order and life Genesis 1 Become a new creation in Christ
Fall Sin enters the world Genesis 3 Reject sin; cling to grace

Flood Judgment followed by renewal | Genesis 6-9 Trust God’s salvation plan
Exodus Deliverance from slavery Exodus 14 Leave bondage behind

Red Sea Crossing From death to life Exodus 14 Walk forward in faith

Covenant at Sinai God binds Himself to a people Exodus 19 Live as God’s covenant people

Day of Atonement

Covering for sin

Leviticus 16

Rest in Christ’s finished work

Wilderness Provision

Daily dependence on God

Exodus-Numbers

Depend on God daily

Crossing the Jordan Entering promise Joshua 3 Step into faith-filled obedience
Temple Dedication God fills His dwelling 1 Kings 8 Welcome God'’s presence

Exile Discipline for unfaithfulness 2 Kings 25 Turn back to God

Return from Exile Restoration and hope Ezra 1 Trust God’s restoring grace
Preservation of Remnant | God keeps His people Isaiah 10 Trust God’s faithfulness
Deliverance of Esther Mediator saves the people Esther 4 Trust God’s providence
Suffering Servant Redemptive suffering Isaiah 53 Receive redemption humbly




Institutions That Foreshadow Christ (15)

Institutions

Christological Meaning

OT Reference

Meaning & Our Response

Priesthood

Mediator between God and man

Leviticus 8

Rely on Christ’s intercession

Sacrificial System

Temporary covering for sin

Leviticus

Trust Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice

Covenant Binding promise relationship Genesis-Deuteronomy | Live faithfully in covenant
Kingship God’s righteous rule 2 Samuel 7 Submit to Christ’s lordship
Temple God dwelling with His people 1 Kings 8 Live as God’s dwelling
Sabbath God-given rest Genesis 2; Exodus 20 Rest in Christ

Jubilee Restoration and freedom Leviticus 25 Live restored and generous
Feasts of the LORD God’s redemptive calendar Leviticus 23 Celebrate God’s redemption
Prophetic Office God’s word to His people Deuteronomy 18 Listen to God’s Word
Nazirite Vow Life set apart to God Numbers 6 Live consecrated

Cities of Refuge Mercy for the guilty Numbers 35 Seek mercy in Christ

Davidic Throne Eternal kingship promise 2 Samuel 7 Hope in Christ’s eternal reign
Wisdom Tradition God’s righteous order Proverbs Walk wisely in Christ
Temple Music Praise in God’s presence Psalms Worship God wholeheartedly
Messianic Expectation | Hope of coming Redeemer Prophets Live in expectant faith




Jesus Is in Every Book of the Old Testament

OT Book Christological Foreshadow Reference NT Fulfillment

Genesis Seed of the woman promised to crush the serpent | Genesis 3:15 Gal 4:4; Heb 2:14
and undo the Fall

Exodus Passover Lamb whose blood shields from Exodus 12:3-13 1 Cor 5:7
judgment and brings redemption

Leviticus Sacrificial system and high priest mediating Leviticus 16 Heb 9:11-12
atonement for sin

Numbers Bronze serpent lifted up so that the dying might Numbers 21:8-9 John 3:14-15
live

Deuteronomy | Prophet like Moses whom God’s people must hear | Deut 18:15 Acts 3:22-23
and obey

Joshua Joshua (Yeshua) leading God’s people into Joshua 1:1-6 Hebrews 4:8-10
covenant rest

Judges God raises deliverers to save His people from Judges 6:11-16 Matthew 1:21
oppression

Ruth Kinsman-Redeemer who willingly redeems the Ruth 4:9-10 Ephesians 1:7
helpless bride

1 Samuel Anointed shepherd chosen by God, rejected by men | 1 Sam 16:12-13 John 10:11

2 Samuel Everlasting Davidic covenant promising an eternal | 2 Sam 7:12-16 Luke 1:32-33
throne

1 Kings Temple as the dwelling place of God among His 1 Kings 8:27-30 John 2:19-21
people

2 Kings Faithful remnant preserved by God’s saving power | 2 Kings 19:30-31 | Romans 11:5

1 Chronicles | Messianic royal lineage preserved by covenant 1 Chron 17:11-14 | Matthew 1:1
faithfulness

2 Chronicles | God restores fellowship when His people humble 2 Chron 7:14 John 14:23
themselves

Ezra Restoration of worship and the Word after exile Ezra 1:1-4 John 4:23

Nehemiah Rebuilding what sin and exile had destroyed Neh 2:17-18 Eph 2:19-22

Esther Mediator willing to risk life to save God’s people Esther 4:14-16 Hebrews 7:25

Job Righteous sufferer who declares a living Redeemer | Job 19:25 Rev 1:17-18

Psalms Suffering and reigning Messiah rejected yet Psalm 22 Matthew 27:35
vindicated

Proverbs Wisdom of God calling and instructing mankind Prov 8:22-31 1 Cor 1:24

Ecclesiastes | True meaning of life found in fearing God Eccl 12:13 John 10:10

Song of Sol Bridegroom'’s covenant love for his bride Song of Sol 2:16 Eph 5:25-27




OT Book Christological Foreshadow Reference NT Fulfillment
Isaiah Suffering Servant bearing sin and bringing healing | Isaiah 53 1 Peter 2:24
Jeremiah Righteous Branch and New Covenant written on Jer 23:5; 31:31 Hebrews 8:6

hearts
Lamentations | Man of sorrows acquainted with grief yet full of Lam 3:31-33 [saiah 53:3
compassion
Ezekiel Glory of the LORD returning to dwell among His Ezekiel 43:1-7 John 1:14
people
Daniel Son of Man receiving everlasting dominion and Daniel 7:13-14 Matthew 26:64
glory
Hosea Faithful husband redeeming an unfaithful bride Hosea 2:19-20 Romans 5:8
Joel Outpouring of the Spirit upon all flesh Joel 2:28-32 Acts 2:16-18
Amos Restoration of David’s fallen tent and kingdom Amos 9:11 Acts 15:15-17
Obadiah The kingdom belonging fully to the LORD Obadiah 21 Rev 11:15
Jonah Three days in the depths followed by deliverance Jonah 1:17 Matthew 12:40
Micah Ruler born in Bethlehem whose goings are from Micah 5:2 Matthew 2:6
everlasting
Nahum God as refuge for those who trust Him and judge of | Nahum 1:7 John 5:22
evil
Habakkuk The just shall live by faith Habakkuk 2:4 Romans 1:17
Zephaniah The LORD mighty to save and rejoice over His Zephaniah 3:17 Luke 19:10
people
Haggai Greater glory of the latter temple Haggai 2:7-9 Hebrews 12:26
Zechariah Pierced Shepherd-King bringing cleansing Zechariah 12:10 John 19:37
Malachi Sun of Righteousness rising with healing in His Malachi 4:2 Luke 1:78-79

wings







